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his first love has always been selling insur-
ance. Late at night, early in the morning, any-
where or anytime a customer had a need, my
brother would find a way to get there first and
make the sale. He never sold them more than
they required and he never misrepresented
what they were getting. He worked hard to get
their business, he was honest, and people
came back. He built trust in his family and he
built trust in his customers and his life has
been successful because of it.

In a very real sense my brother represents
the best of what we stand for in this country.
The old values. The enduring values. Family,
honesty, hard work. I’m proud of him. I’ll al-
ways be proud of him. I hope his retirement is
long and enjoyable and he and Phyllis travel
to new and exciting places, watch a lot of fall
sunsets over the Shawnee, and have lots of
playtime with their grandbabies. He will always
have my love and respect. GLENN.
f

WATER COMING OUT OF TAPS
MUST BE SAFE FOR CHILDREN
TO DRINK

HON. DAVID E. BONIOR
OF MICHIGAN
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Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, the summer of
1993 taught those of us in southeastern Michi-
gan just how quickly our lakes and rivers can
be contaminated and become unsafe. It also
taught us that change is permanent and that
we will continue to face new challenges. Right
now the St. Clair River is being threatened by
a proposed discharge into the St. Clair River
from a plant in Canada. The proposed dis-
charge would lead to 750 million gallons of
contaminated water with nearly 100 chemical
combinations being released into the very river
from which many of us get our drinking water.

I am working to stop this discharge from
happening. While I hope it can be prevented,
our communities must be able to access up-
to-date drinking water standards, know the
best available treatment technology and have
the tools they need to construct proper drink-
ing water treatment facilities. An improved
Safe Drinking Water Act will go a long way to-
ward providing that information and those
tools. Further, it will allow every parent to
know exactly what is in the water coming out
of their taps before they pour a glass for their
children.

It has been said that water is the key to life.
Human beings should drink eight glasses of
water a day according to the American Die-
tetic Association, but for Americans to stay
healthy their water must be healthy. We can-
not afford to have our drinking water contami-
nated with parasites like cryptosporidum which
caused the death of 104 people in Milwaukee
3 years ago.

That is why it is important for Congress to
renew the commitment we made some 20
years ago to ensure that the water coming out
of our taps is safe to drink. By passing legisla-
tion to update the Safe Drinking Water Act, I
believe we took a positive step toward renew-
ing that commitment.

The bill passed is not perfect—and there
are some parts of it I disagree with—but it will
ensure the public’s right to know within 24
hours that contaminants have been discovered

in their drinking water. It will for the first time
give us drinking water standards for arsenic,
radon and sulfate. It will give our local commu-
nities the tools they need to build proper drink-
ing water treatment facilities. Perhaps most
importantly, it will continue the landmark com-
mitment made in 1974 when Congress first
enacted the Safe Drinking Water Act.

For those of us in Macomb and St. Clair
Counties, these are critical, commonsense
protections which will help us know when ex-
cessive sewage discharges are made into the
Clinton River and Lake St. Clair. We will know
toxins are released into the St. Clair River and
our down-river communities will know within
24 hours if they should shut off their water in-
take pipes.

The passage of this bill reminds us that our
environment, the health and safety of our chil-
dren, the water we drink and the air we breath
ought not to be partisan, divisive issues. There
can be no cost-benefit analysis, regulatory re-
form, state flexibility or risk assessment which
can determine the price of a healthy child or
the value of a safe workplace to our commu-
nity. We can never forget: we don’t just inherit
this land and water from our parents—we bor-
row it from our children. If we continue to do
the right thing and adopt common-sense envi-
ronmental protections like the Safe Drinking
Water Act, we will give them a future of which
we can all be proud.
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Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to introduce legislation which will add
carrier competition to the passenger air routes
between Pago Pago, American Samoa and
Honolulu, HI.

Mr. Speaker, the experience of the people
in the territory I represent is a good example
of the difficulties we Pacific Islanders face in
establishing regular and reliable air transpor-
tation at a reasonable rate for passengers,
vital cargo, and mail.

American Samoa is comprised of a remote
group of islands located in the South Pacific
Ocean. The territory is approximately 2,200
miles from the closest State in the United
States, which is the State of Hawaii. With mil-
lions of square miles of open ocean surround-
ing our islands, air transport is not simply a
faster way for travelers to get from point to
point, it is often the sole and only feasible
means to bridge our isolation.

Because American Samoa is a remote des-
tination, the U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation, in an effort to assure at least minimal
air service, designated Pago Pago, American
Samoa as an EAS—essential air service—
community on October 26, 1979. This des-
ignation recognizes that American Samoa is a
remote location in need of air service on a
regular basis to ensure that certain necessities
are available.

The U.S. Postal Service averages between
27,000 and 30,000 pounds of mail per week
for local residents. Among other vital cargo

carried on this route are medical supplies such
as Hepatitis B serum, hemodialysis supplies,
insulin, samples requiring laboratory testing,
and blood packs for rare blood types. Because
ocean shipping can take up to 2 months, per-
ishable food items such as bread, vegetables,
dairy products, and meat must come in by air.

Currently, there is only one airline providing
service between American Samoa and Hono-
lulu. This airline reported an operating profit of
50 percent on the route for 1995, by compari-
son, an operating profit of 10 percent is con-
sidered good on other domestic routes. The
American Samoa Government has tried for
years to attract a second air carrier to the
route, but history has shown that our market
can only support one carrier at a time. After
looking at the route, each potential carrier has
determined that there is insufficient passenger
traffic for two airlines and each has declined to
enter the market.

This scenario provides the sole air carrier
with a virtual monopoly and affords the carrier
the opportunity to charge excessive rates.

The legislation I am introducing today, if en-
acted into law, will direct the Secretary of
Transportation to solicit proposals from air car-
riers which are willing to provide a certain min-
imum level of service between American
Samoa and Honolulu. The figures show that
the route can be self-sustaining and does not
require a subsidy when served by a single
carrier. Based on the proposals received, the
Secretary will, in consultation with the Gov-
ernor of American Samoa, select one carrier
to provide the service. The award of the air
service route will be for a period not to exceed
2 years, and may be renewed.

American Samoa’s economy has been ham-
pered and our people have been inconven-
ienced for too long because of the lack of ade-
quate air service to connect us to the national
air transport system. I believe that this legisla-
tion will inject competition into this limited mar-
ket, and I look forward to seeing this bill en-
acted into law.
f

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, CENTERS FOR
DISEASE CONTROL (C.D.C.)
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Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, on July 1, the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
[CDC] will celebrate its 50th anniversary. This
is an important celebration for the agency, of
its own signal achievements over this half-cen-
tury, but it is also a time for all of us to cele-
brate the contributions of this small agency to
public health in America and worldwide.

Unlike many other excellent health institu-
tions, such as the National Cancer Institute or
the Food and Drug Administration, CDC is
only infrequently in the limelight. But it is that
very fact which provides confidence, for the
lack of CDC headlines means that we are not
facing a crisis requiring urgent expert action.
When we do not hear about the epidemiolo-
gists, worker safety specialists, immunization
gurus, laboratory scientists, and infectious dis-
ease experts of CDC, it is because they are
doing quietly and efficiently what they have
done every day for the last 50 years—protect-
ing the public health.
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